Head and Neck, &c ; and we hoped, on seeing this arrangement, that the work was intended truly to supply the deficiencies of the author's Vade Mecum as a trustworthy guide to the student of anatomy ; but have been much disappointed to find that this work does not treat essentially of regional, or at least of relative, anatomy, or " of the component structures in their relation to each other," but is arranged in a manner peculiar to itself, and not so as to be incompatible with the greater part being a reprint from the author's Vade Mecum,?the 1845 edition of which we happened to compare with it.
The description of each region commences with some general remarks on the parts to be found in it, and on their surgical interest; but from this fair beginning, the description soon breaks down into systematic anatomy ; first of the muscles, and then of the vessels and nerves, each of these being usually described not only separate from the others, but without special reference to them. There may be exceptions to this general statement, but we are correct in saying of the extremities and head and neck, where relative anatomy should be more specially studied, that the above remark regarding the arrangement is correct. For instance, in the region of the palm of the hand, we find, after the fascia, first the muscles systematically described, down even to the interossei, then the arteries, and then the nerves, whilst no description is given here of the long flexor tendons, either in the palm or within their fibro-synovial canals along the fingers.
Of all parts of the body the neck is that which separate systematic descriptions fail to placed between the anterior surface of the patella and the fascia lata. It is the latter which is inflamed in housemaid's knee." We have always found this bursa to be placed in the cellular tissue immediately under the skin, and to correspond to the lower part of the patella, that part of it on which we rest in kneeling, and not under the fascia lata. The facility with which swelling takes place in effusion into it, and with which, after suppuration, pus makes its way to the surface, corresponds to this superficial position of the bursa. We have, at the same time, often noticed a bursa, or apparent bursa, still deeper, and between the prolongation from the fascia lata and the fibrous covering of the patella ; but never without a free communication with the regular sub-cutaneous bursa ; and crossing the interior of this bursa, and also of that between the trochanter major and the gluteus maximus, may be often seen a series of soft fibrous bands, like chordae tendineae, giving a complicated appearance to the bursa.
In now concluding our notice of this manual, we trust that our readers will forgive us for the length of some of the digressions we have been tempted to make, on the ground of the information furnished, and the interest of the points discussed. We also trust that our author will be duly sensible of the obligations he is laid under to us for the corrections and hints we have ventured to bestow; and, for ourselves, we shall not grudge the trouble this has given us, as, besides, it has afforded us the opportunity of warning the student against being misled by a new and attractive title to an old inferior book.
